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What Do Americans Think of Existing Infrastructure? 
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• Many Americans are bothered by the condition of their highways, with 
slightly more than one in two (54 percent) having a problem with the 
poor road conditions and half (50 percent) saying these byways are too 
jammed. 

 
• While Americans tend to underestimate the average lifespan of a 

bridge (36 years versus the actual 50 to 75 years), a majority agrees 
that most bridges are safe (65 percent).  

 
• Concern, however, runs higher in rural areas, as 50 percent assume the 

bulk of the nation's bridges are unsafe (versus 33 percent in more 
populated areas). More rural Americans also worry that most bridges 
are in poor condition (76 percent versus 60 percent). 

2011τHNTB America Thinks 



What Do Americans Think of Existing Infrastructure? 
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Do Americans Think the Gas Tax is Sustainable? 
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More than half (57 percent) of Americans think that federal 
and state gas taxes are no longer enough to pay for the 
maintenance of our roads and bridges. This number increased 
slightly since February 2009, when 51 percent felt this way. 
(Spring 2011) 

2011τHNTB America Thinks 



Are Americans Schizophrenic?  
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• Close to half of Americans (47 percent) think the most pressing 
infrastructure issue is how to pay for improvements. 

 
• Although a slight majority (57 percent) agree that the gas tax 

should rise and fall along with the rate of inflation. 
 

• Close to two in three (64 percent) Americans would not support 
a 10-cents-per-gallon bump in gas tax. 

2011 HNTB America Thinks 



Have You Been Told?: 
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άL ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘŀȄŜǎΦέ 



A Question For You: 
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When have Americans ever 
supported a tax increase? 



Boston Tea Party 
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Shayôs Rebellion 
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Whiskey Rebellion 
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Can Americans Afford Higher Gas Taxes? 
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A New Low 
While this report mostly focuses on trends from the last 
two decades, one measure from the U.S. Census Bureau 
shows that state gas taxes are actually at an all-time low. 
In 2010, total state gas tax revenues nationwide (not 
including sales taxes on gas) were lower as a share of 
personal income than at any point since the widespread 
adoption of state gas taxes at the end of the 1920's. In 
ƭŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ gas taxes are a less 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘǎ 
than they have been in roughly eighty years. 

Institute on Taxation and Economic Policyτ
December 2011 



Americans Support Specific Proposals 
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More Support Than You Might Think 

2011τHNTB America Thinks 



How Can We pay for It? 
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2011τHNTB America Thinks 
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Who Do Americans Trust to Make Transportation Decisions 



History of the Federal Gas Tax 
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Federal Years Since 

Gas Tax Percent Being

Year Rate Increase Adjusted

1932 0.01

1940 0.015 50% 8

1951 0.02 33% 9

1956 0.03 50% 5

1959 0.04 33% 4

1983 0.09 125% 24

1987 0.091 1% 4

1991 0.141 55% 4

1994 0.184 31% 3

2012 0.184 18



AASHTO Calculation of Impact of Inflation 
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Is the Federal Gas Tax Sustainable? 
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The federal gasoline and diesel tax rates have not 
been raised in 18 years. After adjusting to account 
for the rising cost of transportation construction, 
both taxes have seen the real value of their rates fall 
by 41 percent. 
 
Returning the federal gas and diesel taxes to their 
purchasing power as of 18 years ago (when they 
were last increased) would require rate increases of 
12.6 and 16.7 cents per gallon, respectively. 
 
Updating the federal tax rates in this way would 
generate about $23 billion in additional revenue 
each year. 

Institute on Taxation and Economic 
PolicyτDecember 2011 



Federal Gas Tax Adjusted for Purchasing Power 
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Federal Years Since 

Gas Tax Percent Being

Year Rate Increase Adjusted

1932 0.01

1940 0.015 50% 8

1951 0.02 33% 9

1956 0.03 50% 5

1959 0.04 33% 4

1983 0.09 125% 24

1987 0.091 1% 4

1991 0.141 55% 4

1994 0.184 31% 3

2012 0.31 68% 18



Who Is Going to Provide the Leadership to Properly 

Fund Transportation in the United States? 
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1) This is a political decision. 
2) The American system of government is not designed to be 

proactive. 
3) aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƴŜŜŘ άŎƻǾŜǊέ όŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜύ ǘƻ ŀŎǘΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻέΦ 

4) We have to quit talking about us and start showing the real 
impacts of a declining transportation system. 

5) Organizations like KBT must stop asking and start demandingτfor 
the good of our nationτthat adequate investment in 
transportation be made. 
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Kentuckian for Better Transportation 

THANK YOU 


