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Death Claims CVG’s Robert Holscher

Robert F. Holscher, the executive director of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport and a former member of the KBT Board of Directors, died today after recently being diagnosed with cancer. 

Holscher is credited with the leadership and vision that helped the Northern Kentucky region become an international center of transportation and commerce.  CVG has been a major factor in business creation for the region, including the location of the Fidelity Investments distribution center, Ashland Oil’s headquarters, and Toyota’s North American manufacturing headquarters.

“Mr. Holscher took great pride in the airport and in the region he called home his entire life,” said H. Lawson Walker II, chairman of the CVG Board.

“He was the architect of CVG becoming a major international gateway that brought millions of passengers and thousands of jobs to our region.  He was a leader and an innovator who will be greatly missed,” said Walker. 

“I’ve known Bob and his organization since my days in college as an aviation student over 30 years ago” said KBT Vice Chair Skip Miller, executive director of the Louisville Regional Airport Authority.  “He contributed many things to the betterment of our industry and was a friend to many and a dear colleague to many more.  His memory and legacy will endure for many years to come.  We are all richer for having the privilege to have known Bob.”

Holscher, who was 68, started his career as a firefighter in 1961 at the small airport that became CVG.  He climbed the ranks to be named the top executive at the airport in 1975.

His tenure included the creation of a hub for Atlanta-based Delta Air Lines in the early 1980s.  He oversaw the expansion of the airport from two small runways in the 1970s to four major runways.  CVG is one of only two airports in the nation that can handle three incoming or outgoing flights in the same direction simultaneously.

Holscher is credited with fostering the growth of the fledgling commuter carrier Comair, which eventually became a Delta subsidiary and one of the nation’s largest regional airlines.

At its peak three years ago, CVG was the nation’s 19th-busiest airport, with direct flights to more than 100 cities.  The economic impact reached $4.5 billion in 2005, and either directly or indirectly created 53,000 jobs.  (The operations of both Delta and Comair have been reduced as a result of the 2005 bankruptcy of parent Delta and this year’s skyrocketing fuel costs.)

Assistant executive director Dale Huber will assume Holscher’s duties pending the airport board’s replacement search.  Funeral arrangements have not been completed.


Mark your calendar and save the date!

31st Annual Kentucky Transportation Conference
Wednesday - Friday, January 21-23, 2009 -- Capital Plaza Hotel 

and Frankfort Convention Center

Watch for more details.

Key sponsorships are available for this high-profile event. 



















































