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During the Holiday Season, more than ever, our thoughts turn gratefully to our Members and Friends who have made our progress possible.  And, in this spirit we say:
 

Thank You and Best Wishes for the Holiday Season and a Happy, Healthy, Prosperous New Year!
Congressional Majority Set to Act on Stimulus in January

Congressional leaders say they will take up an economic stimulus package that will total as much as $600 billion when Congress returns to Washington January 6.  Some estimates are that the package could grow to $850 billion.  The legislation will include more money for food stamps and Medicaid, tax breaks for middle-income households, and money for infrastructure.  House Speaker Nancy Pelosi says the bill -- if not stalled by opponents -- will be ready for President Obama to sign when he takes office January 20.  

Virtually every economist -- conservative and liberal -- in the nation is calling for a stimulus program to create jobs.  Some Republicans oppose the Democratic proposed stimulus plan calling it “a massive onslaught of spending,” and instead propose changes in tax laws.

Rep. James Oberstar, chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, last week raised the number he says his committee will include in the bill for infrastructure to $85 billion with $48
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The conference will feature an up-to-the-minute discussion of the nation’s and Kentucky’s transportation and energy situations with state and national speakers.  The conference will provide information local and regional leaders need to know to plan for the future.  The Governor’s Office for Local Development has approved the conference for 10.75 training hours.  Information on the conference is at http://www.kbtnet.org/inner.iml?mdl=conference.mdl
billion of this for highways, transit, and aviation, and the balance of $37 billion going to water, sewer, public buildings, and other construction.  

Transportation’s share of this bill would be more than two and one-half times the amount included in legislation passed by the House in September.  HR 7110 included $12.8 billion for highways, $4.6 billion for transit, $500 million for Amtrak, $600 million for the Airport Improvement Program, and $6.5 billion for water projects.  Kentucky’s estimated transportation and “infrastructure” share of this bill totaled $316.6 million including highways, $199.4 million; transit capital, $26.2 million; transit energy, $9.2 million; and wastewater programs, $81.7 million.  Assuming Kentucky’s pro rata share for the new transportation proposal would be the same as HR 7110, the state would be in line for more than $500 million for highways and nearly $92 million for transit.  Information is not available to estimate other infrastructure share, but, presumably, wastewater investment would not be less than the previous bill.
Based on the previously passed House bill, eligible projects would already have all necessary permits and engineering completed, and bidding and construction would begin within 120 days.  A state’s funds not obligated within 180 days would be redistributed.  The USDOT estimates 35,000 jobs are supported by every $1.25 billion invested in highway construction.  A Kentucky share of $600 million for highway and other construction work would generate some 16,800 jobs. 

If you would like to express your opinion on this issue, you may write your Congressman at https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml.  Senator Bunning’s contact form is at http://bunning.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.ContactForm.  Senator McConnell’s contact form is at http://mcconnell.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm.

National Economy Continues to Deteriorate

There is absolutely no doubt about the need for a program to stimulate the U.S. economy.  U.S. drivers logged 100 billion fewer miles between November 2007 and October 2008 than the same period a year earlier, making it the largest continuous decline in American driving in history.  Toyota yesterday warned that it would post an operating loss for the fiscal year ending in March, the automaker's first operating loss ever since the company began reporting operating figures in 1941.  Americans aren’t driving and they aren’t buying cars as the world faces one of the most serious economic downturns in the last 75 years.

The Highway Trust Fund took in substantially less in FY 08 than in the previous year.  As a result of the continued decline in VMT and heavy truck user fees, the HTF collected $31 billion in revenue between October 2007 and September 2008 -- $3 billion less than it collected in FY 07.
More States Exceed Kentucky’s Unemployment Rate

Nonfarm payroll employment fell sharply in November, and the national unemployment rate rose from 6.5 to 6.7 percent, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor.  November saw the nation’s unemployed rise to 10.3 million persons.

Welcome New Member

KBT welcomes to membership:
Greater Owensboro Chamber of Commerce, Jody Wassmer, President, recommended by 

Ben Fister.
Kentucky’s civilian workforce in November was 2,036,541, with 142,467 unemployed for an unemployment rate of 7.0 percent, the 15th highest unemployment rate in the nation.  (Civilian labor force statistics include non-military workers and unemployed Kentuckians who are actively seeking work.  They do not include unemployed Kentuckians who have not looked for employment within the past four weeks.)

Kentucky had the 9th highest rate of unemployed in the nation in September but has been losing jobs at a slower rate than a number of other states.  The top 15 states in rate of unemployed are Michigan, 9.6 percent; Rhode Island, 9.3; California, 8.4; South Carolina, 8.4; Oregon, 8.1; Nevada, 8; North Carolina, 
7.9; Georgia, 7.5; Alaska, 7.3; Florida, 7.3; Illinois, 7.3; Ohio, 7.3; Mississippi, 7.2; Indiana, 7.1; and, Kentucky, 7.

The economy is, of course, taking a toll on Kentucky’s Road Fund.  User fees on motor fuel are the largest component of the fund and the usage tax on vehicles is the second largest.  The Consensus Forecasting Group has estimated the Road Fund will have a $104.7 million shortfall for the current fiscal year, a decline of nearly 8 percent. 

Virtually every category of the fund is down.  The CFG’s estimate for motor fuels revenue is $640.5 million -- down $20.9 million, and for motor vehicle usage, $340 million -- down $71.7 million.  Total Road Fund revenue for FY 09 is now estimated at $1,220.1 million, compared to the previous estimate of $1,324.8 million.

Kentucky Transportation Conference Registration

January 21-23, 2009    (    Capital Plaza Hotel     (   405 Wilkinson Blvd., Frankfort, KY


                            Conference registration limited to first 400 persons.
Name____________________________________________

Company_________________________________________

Address__________________________________________

City____________________State_______Zip____________

Email:___________________________________________

Phone_(____   __)_________________________________
Others attending:___________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Room reservations should be made directly with the Capital Plaza Hotel, 502-227-5100.  Mention you are attending the conference to get the $81 single or double rate.    
Room cut-off date is Wednesday, 01/05/09.


Registration refundable if requested by Thursday, 

January 15, 2009

Complete Registration 

Non-KBT members, $200 per person
_____x $200=$________

Includes all general sessions, 2 lunches,

2 receptions, dinner, and breaks.

Complete Registration

KBT members, $180 per person
_____x $180=$________

Includes all general sessions, 2 lunches,

2 receptions, dinner, and breaks.

Part Registration:

Spouse reception/dinner

$35 per person
_____x   $35=$________

_____ Number Vegetarian


TOTAL  $________

(   )
Check enclosed             (   )  Bill me

Please make check payable to Kentuckians for Better Transportation.
Please return this form to: KENTUCKIANS FOR BETTER TRANSPORTATION, 10332 Bluegrass Pkwy., Louisville, KY 40299

Phone (502)-491-5600     Fax (502)-491-5603     E-mail:  jackkbt@msn.com
LaHood Expected to be Named Transportation Secretary

Rep. Ray LaHood, a retiring seven-term Republican from Illinois, is expected to be named USDOT Secretary by President-Elect Obama.  LaHood, who represents the 18th District of Illinois, served from 1995 to 2000 on the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee.  He is currently a member of the House Appropriations Committee.
A former schoolteacher, LaHood served as chief of staff to House Speaker Bob Michel for four years, then ran successfully for his seat following Michel's retirement in 1995.  A native of Peoria, he earned a BS in education and sociology from Bradley University in Peoria in 1971. 
LaHood, whose district is largely agricultural, has been a strong advocate of ethanol.  He has also worked to secure funds to improve local highways such as the reconstruction of I-74 in Peoria, the expansion of US 67, and the completion of IL 336.  LaHood has been a proponent for improving local airports through securing funds for new construction and expansion while also working with officials to increase air service.  Working with local officials, he has led efforts to attract industry to rural areas of his district.
Observers see LaHood as a bridge to the minority party in the enactment of an economic recovery package.  As a native of Peoria, corporate headquarters for Caterpillar, one of the world’s largest builders of infrastructure construction equipment, he likely has a clear understanding of the importance of construction to the economy.

Reader Comments Welcome

A new feature of KBT’s website allows readers to post comments on issues appearing in Transportation News.  If you would like to post a comment, go to http://www.kbtnet.org/inner.iml?mdl=news.mdl
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