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Infrastructure Authority Critical Item Left for Consideration

The General Assembly has a number of important bills remaining to be considered during the two days left in the session.  From the point of view of Kentucky’s economic future, none is more important than HB 102.  It is critical that the state have a mechanism to proceed with major highway infrastructure to deal with growth and development.  

Kentucky Infrastructure Authority legislation to oversee the financing and construction of mega projects has been amended by the Senate to use the Kentucky Turnpike Authority as the vehicle to authorize the establishment of a Kentucky-Indiana bi-state authority to issue bonds and levy tolls.  The House refused to agree with the Senate changes sending the bill to conference.  Senate President David Williams told the Senate Transportation Committee the amendment would ensure a state authority could not advance a toll project on its own and that debt incurred by the bi-state authority would not be a debt of the State.
Williams said he anticipated the House would not go along with the change without time to consider it, but the details could be worked out by a conference committee before the General Assembly returns March 26-27 for the veto session.  The Administration, the Transportation Cabinet and key legislators have acknowledged the state’s mega projects cannot advance without legislation to make financing the projects possible.

KBT supports the enactment of infrastructure authority legislation and the use of tolls as an alternative means of financing major highway projects.  The legislation has broad support from across the state.

A number of other important transportation bills remain for General Assembly action.
Lower the BAC -- The Free Conference Committee Report FCCR for SB 34, sponsored by Sen. Gary Tapp, includes lowering the blood alcohol requirement from 0.18 to 0.15 under aggravating circumstances.  The House has adopted the report by a vote of 70-20.  The Senate has not yet acted.  To help make Kentucky highways safer by keeping drunk drivers off of our highways, the sanction level should be reduced to BAC 0.15 as recommended by the National Highway Traffic Administration.  

Driving Under the Influence of Drugs -- SB 5, sponsored by Sen. Ray. Jones, passed by the Senate by a vote of 35-1, needs House action.  The bill would amend the DUI statutes to establish a per se violation if the driver tests positive for a controlled substance in the blood.  The bill would also reduce the required alcohol concentration for an aggravating circumstance from 0.18 to 0.15.  KBT supports this legislation.  While fatal crashes declined in 2007 in comparison to the average for the previous four years, some kinds of fatal crashes are significantly on the rise.  More than half of fatal crashes on Kentucky highways are alcohol or drug related, and these kinds of crashes, along with fatal motorcycle crashes, are rising dramatically.  According to research by the Kentucky Transportation Center, alcohol related crashes were up by 9.3 percent, and alcohol related fatalities were up by 6.6 percent for 2007, compared to the 2003 through 2006 average.  Drug related crashes were up by 12.3 percent, and drug related fatal crashes were up by 29.1 percent.  Crash risks rise dramatically as blood alcohol levels go up. 

Shortline Rail Assistance -- HB 433, among other provisions, would establish the shortline railroad assistance fund to provide financial assistance for the rehabilitation and improvement of Class II and Class III railroads operating in Kentucky.  This particular provision has been approved by both House and Senate, but the most recent version of the bill, amended by the Senate SCS, requires action by the House.  
Under the bill, eligible work would include reconstruction, improvement, or rehabilitation of rail facilities, including tracks, ties, roadbed, and related structures used for freight rail operations.  Financial assistance would be limited to grants and loans which would be made at or below market interest rates, including interest free loans, at terms not to exceed ten (10) years.  The fund is authorized to receive funds from appropriations of the General Assembly.  Shortline rail is an important factor in the state’s future economic development.
Contact information for your House member is at: http://www.lrc.kygov/house/hsemembers.htm
Contact information for your Senator is at: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/senate/senmembers.htm
Highway Construction Plan -- HB 330, the Biennial Highway Construction Plan (projects listed by county) as adopted by the legislature is at: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/budget/09rs/HB330_SCS.pdf  
The only change is that section 4 of the bill has been vetoed by Governor Beshear.  Section 4 provided that a number of design-build projects awarded during the Fletcher Administration would be completed during the biennium.  The projects, per se, remain in the plan to compete for funding with other State Construction Projects (SP).   

There are some $1.3 billion in SP projects in the FY 09-10 plan with $340 million budgeted to pay for them.  The actual revenue available for the projects will be less because of the severe shortfall in Road Fund revenue [see “Road Fund Revenue Continues Free Fall,” page 4, http://kbtnet.org/uploads/TransportationNews2009_03_13_2nd.doc].  The funding key is at the end of the document.  HJR 105, the enacted FY 11-14 plan is at http://www.lrc.ky.gov/budget/09rs/HJ105_HCS.pdf.  It includes some $2.3 billion in SP projects.  
Correction -- Last week we erroneously said Sen. Ken Winters, Murray, voted against HB 374, the measure to prevent gasoline and diesel fees from falling below their current levels.  He voted in favor of the bill.  We apologize for the error.  Vote History for HB 374.  

Vehicle Tax Enforcement -- A bill sidetracked this session that will hopefully get a good look next session is HB 218, sponsored by Rep. Richard Henderson.  This legislation would appear to be a welcome new tool to encourage Kentucky companies and citizens to register their vehicles as required by law.  The bill would tighten up the statutes governing vehicle registration to prevent the evasion of usage and property taxes and establish a “service fee” for violations of 50 percent of the amount of usage tax and/or property tax owed.  This service fee would be distributed 60 percent to the governmental agency employing the peace officer citing the violator and 40 percent to the Division of Motor Vehicle Licensing.   

Another bill to help with the collection of vehicle taxes that did not make it was HB 393, sponsored by Rep. Don Pasley.  It would establish corporate officer liability for U-drive-it taxes, motor fuels user fees, and weight distance taxes.  KBT supports legislation to encourage motorists to pay the fees they owe to use the state’s roads. 

You Can Help Tell the American Story!

Inspired by Congressman Hal Rogers’ Capitol tour, in which many of our members have participated over the years, KBT is assisting the NewCities Institute in a very exciting educational project that will, in part, feature Congressman Rogers.  The objective is to create a PBS documentary that will focus on civic engagement and be made available at no cost to public access and government stations as well as classrooms around the country.  We are excited that our dream to commit Congressman Rogers’ fabulous tour of the Capitol to film is about to come true.

The video is expected to be a teaching tool for civics education.  It will include excerpts of Congressman Rogers’ U.S. Capitol tour, featuring Congressman Rogers and several others discussing the importance of civic involvement.  

In addition to the video, educational components, including teachers and event planning guides as well as 360-degree photography of the Capitol complex for web-based programming, will be developed.

Checks should be made to The NewCities Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization.  Checks should be sent to KBT, 10332 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville, KY  40299, or the NewCities Institute, 100 East Vine Street, Suite 800, Lexington, KY  40507.  If you have any questions about the project, please feel free to contact one of the committee members:

Luther Deaton, Jr., Chair
Sylvia Lovely
Henry Hinkle
Burl Spurlock
Jack Fish
859 253-6184
859 977-3700
859 987-3670
606 886-2321
502 491-5600
Register Now for the 29th Annual Washington Fly-In
The nation’s transportation system is currently facing the most critical time it has faced in the last 50 years.  The new Administration and Congress must step up to address the significant challenge of providing the transportation investment necessary to maintain U.S. competitiveness in a global economy.  A NATIONAL transportation system is essential.  It is critical that the Kentucky Congressional Delegation understands what is at stake.  KBT has arranged the annual Washington Fly-In for May 20-21 to help foster this understanding.  Your participation is needed.  Registration information is at: http://kbtnet.org/uploads/2009KBTWashingtonFlyInRegistration.doc
Gayle Lawson -- Transportation Advocate Gayle Lawson is now at the Harlan Nursing Home, 74 Comprehensive Drive, Harlan 40831, Room 300.  Our thoughts are with her as she continues her journey along the path of life.
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