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Highway, Transit Get One-Month Extension

The Senate, on Wednesday, went along with the continuing resolution passed by the House to avoid shutting down government programs, including highway and transit programs, that were due to expire at midnight, extending them to Oct. 31.  The House approved the resolution last Friday.  The President signed the measure yesterday.  Unfortunately, the resolution does not repeal the $8.7 billion rescission of highway funding authority.

Efforts by the Senate Environment and Public Work Committee leadership to forge an agreement on a three-month extension of highway and transit programs and repeal the $8.7 billion cutback in federal spending scheduled to take effect Oct. 1 failed.  The House, last week, voted to extend the surface transportation program through Dec. 31, but there was no provision to repeal the rescission of $8.7 billion.

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, is reportedly preparing a bill to extend the program until March 2011.  The bill would also repeal the $8.7 billion rescission.  Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH), ranking member of EPW, is opposed to the 18-month extension.  Voinovich is an outspoken proponent of an adequately funded six-year bill sponsored by Rep. James L. Oberstar (D-MN), chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

If not restored, the rescission will mean Kentucky will give up $150.7 million in federal funding authority, significantly negating the positive effects of the ARRA spending.  Based on USDOT estimates, the loss of $150.7 million will mean some 4,200 jobs will not be created.  
Cabinet Has Awarded 72 Percent of Highway ARRA Funding

The Transportation Cabinet has bid and awarded 25 “stimulus projects” at a cost of $302.3 million including resident engineer inspection services (about 5 percent).  The projects will utilize $262.9 million in stimulus money, according to information presented last week to the Budget Review Subcommittee on Transportation by KYTC Executive Advisor Russ Romine.  

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides $367.8 million for projects statewide, $12.6 million for transportation enhancement, and $40.6 million for the state’s four metropolitan planning organizations. 

State Highway Engineer Mike Hancock noted that the State Highway Plan identified $441.7 million in stimulus projects -- over-programming them by 20 percent.  The Cabinet has obligated $308 million in stimulus funds, leaving $60 million to apply to $120 million in remaining projects.  However, Hancock says projects have been coming in lower than their estimates, leaving approximately $15 million to apply to the over-programmed projects. 

Of the $40.6 million in ARRA funds dedicated to the state’s four MPOs, $10 million has been obligated.  Northern Kentucky will use its $8.76 million on one project and has obligated the funds.  Lexington has not finalized its list of 5 to 10 projects to utilize $7.84 million and has obligated $1 million.  Louisville will use its $23.1 million on some 60 projects and has obligated $250 thousand.  Henderson will do one project with its $830 thousand.

“G-Series” Projects – The 2009 Highway Plan authorized $231 million in GARVEE bonds for the Louisville Bridges Project and transferred the previously authorized $231 million in federal funds for the project to 24 IM, NHS, and STP projects across the state.

Some $98 million of these projects have been bid and awarded, and $7.2 million has been authorized for acquisition of right of way for US 460 in Menifee Co.  The projects awarded, so far, include I-64 pavement rehab in Boyd Co., $22.1 million; I-65 pavement rehab in Bullitt Co., $10.4 million; I-64 widening to six lanes in Jefferson Co., $37.7 million; and I-75 pavement rehab in Whitley Co., $24.4 million.  

Bond Projects – The 2009 General Assembly authorized $400 million in highway revenue bonds and designated $532.6 million in projects (SPB) to be funded with the bonds.  Some $107.5 million has been authorized by the Cabinet including $21.1 million awarded.  Hancock said the Cabinet had concentrated on getting the stimulus projects out quickly making them the “centerpiece” of the construction program this year, and the bond program would be the centerpiece next year with construction on many of the projects beginning in the spring.  

Hancock said many of the bond projects had been state funded (SP) projects on hold for long periods often necessitating reworking the design.  He said the Cabinet does as much design work in house as possible but that amounts to less than 10 percent of total design.  He said it takes three to six months to get a design consultant on board.  

Transit Capital Assistance – Kentucky received a total of $51.5 million in transit assistance and was the first in the nation to obligate all of its designated funds.  Of the total funds, $21.5 million will flow through the Cabinet, and $30.1 million flows directly from the Federal Transit Administration to the individual agencies.  All of the funds have been awarded:  Statewide Rural, $19.201 million; Bowling Green, $1.140 million; Elizabethtown, $1.076 million; Ashland, $0.180 million; Owensboro, $1.098 million; Ft. Campbell, $0.410 million; Lexington, $5.489 million; Louisville, $18.129 million; Henderson, $0.330 million; and Northern Kentucky, $4.485 million.

Congress Extends FAA Authorization for Three Months  

Congress has passed a three-month extension of the authorizing legislation for programs of the Federal Aviation Administration, which was scheduled to expire Sept. 30.  The bill, HR 3607, continues federal aviation programs through Dec. 31.  It provides $1 billion in funding for the Airport Improvement Program.  The President signed the bill yesterday.  This represents the sixth short-term extension for the FAA since its authorizing legislation expired in 2007. 

National Users Groups Support Increasing Fuel Taxes  

Three major business organizations and the nation's largest motorist association, last week, called on Congress to complete work on a six-year transportation bill by the end of this year and to fully fund it by increasing gasoline and diesel taxes. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of Manufacturers, the American Trucking Associations, and the AAA stressed their support for increased fuel taxes to pay for a robust transportation bill and asked Congress to enact substantial program reforms and to ensure that Americans know where their extra tax dollars would be going.  The groups declined to cite a specific cents-per-gallon figure but said they would consider supporting a specific fuel-tax increase if proposed by Congress after they could see what it would pay for. 

"A penny increase would be a waste of time while 40 cents would be too big a bite," said Thomas Donohue, president of the Chamber of Commerce.  He suggested that whatever number is proposed, the legislation must "put some mechanisms in place so [the gas tax] continues to go up with inflation and demand."

Cabinet Seeks Three TIGER Grants

Kentucky has joined with other states to seek $157.3 million from the USDOT Tiger Grants program.  The USDOT received nearly 1,400 applications from all 50 states, territories and the District of Columbia vying for a share of $1.5 billion the department will award for innovative transportation projects that show significant economic and environmental promise for the nation, a region, or metropolitan area.

The Kentucky projects submitted by the Cabinet are:

Milton-Madison Bridge – a joint application with Indiana for $95 million to replace the superstructure of the bridge.  The total cost of the project is estimated at $131 million.  The bridge was originally built in 1929 and is seriously deteriorated.  Hancock said the bridge is one of the four “worst” in the state, and the other three are being addressed.

Big Four Bridge Renovation – a joint application with Indiana for $25 million to rehabilitate and convert an abandoned Ohio River railroad bridge at Louisville to a pedestrian and bicycle facility between Kentucky and Indiana.  

Short Line Rail Rehab – a joint application with Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and West Virginia for $37.3 million to rehabilitate 8 short line railroads owned by R. J. Corman, including three in Kentucky.  The application seeks $13 million for work in Kentucky on the Central Kentucky Line (Winchester to Louisville); Bardstown Line (connecting Bardstown to CSX line); and Memphis Line (operates between Memphis Junction, KY, and Cumberland City, TN, with a branch from Russellville to Lewisburg, KY).  The lines significantly reduce highway truck traffic in Kentucky and the other states submitting the application.

Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants are a provision of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The program includes a grant pool of $1.5 billion for discretionary grants to fund projects that are expected to be completed by 2012.  Projects are limited to $20 million to $300 million and must be “shovel ready.”  States and local governments were authorized to compete for the grants, along with transit agencies, port authorities and metropolitan planning organizations.  The application deadline was Sept. 15.  Awards will be announced in mid-Jan.

Waddle Named Acting State Highway Engineer
Acting KYTC Secretary Mike Hancock, who assumed his new job yesterday, announced the appointment of Steve Waddle, an engineer with extensive experience in highway construction and contracting, as acting state highway engineer.

Waddle has served as the cabinet’s deputy state highway engineer for project development since March 2009.  He has held numerous positions of responsibility in a 21-year cabinet career, which began in bridge design.  He has managed projects for the cabinet as a resident engineer, including the reconstruction of US 127 in Owen, Franklin and Anderson counties.

Waddle was appointed director of construction procurement in 2006 and simultaneously served as deputy state highway engineer for project delivery from September 2007 to February 2008.  He holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering from the University of Kentucky.  He reports directly to Hancock, who also serves as commissioner of highways.

Federal fuel taxes of 18.4 cents per gallon for gasoline and 24.4 cents per gallon for diesel were last increased in 1993.  They are not presently indexed to inflation.  The purchasing power of the fuel tax has plummeted over the past 16 years. 

Traffic Moving at Markland Despite Failed Gate
Despite a catastrophic gate failure Sunday at the Markland Locks on the Ohio River in Warsaw, tows are locking through the auxiliary 600 foot chamber.  By Tuesday morning, the traffic build-up had been relieved.  “The river is open, and we are locking tows through the 600 foot chamber,” said Louisville District Commander Col. Keith Landry. 
Preliminary repair plans are underway to fix the failed downstream gate on the 1,200-by-110 foot chamber.  The Corps received funding in 2009 for new miter gates for Markland.  Oregon Iron Works in Eugene, OR, was awarded the contract to place new miter gates.  The miter gates were scheduled for delivery in June 2010 with installation in 2011. 
“One prong of the repair plan is to work with Oregon Iron Works to move up the delivery date of the new set of lock gates,” said Landry. “The other is to assess what kind of damage has been done to the gates and see if they can be repaired.”
The miter gate leaf is on the bulkhead sill on the bottom of the lock chamber.  Moving the lock gate or raising it is critical to the repair plan because bulkheads need to be placed in the chamber so water can be drained from the lock chamber and the repair initiated.

USDOT Launches Effort to Combat Distracted Driving 
At the conclusion of a two-day summit on distracted driving, USDOT Secretary Ray LaHood announced a series of actions the Obama Administration and the USDOT are taking to help put an end to distracted driving.
President Obama has signed an executive order directing federal employees not to engage in text messaging while driving government-owned vehicles; when using electronic equipment supplied by the government while driving; or while driving privately owned vehicles when they’re on official government business.  The order also encourages federal contractors and others doing business with the government to adopt and enforce their own policies banning texting while driving on the job.  

 “I fully expect,” said LaHood, that all 58,000 DOT employees and contractors will take this order seriously.  Let’s show our friends and families that we can resist the temptation to answer the phone, send a message, or allow some other distraction to interfere with our driving.” 

LaHood pledged to work with Congress to ensure that the issue of distracted driving is appropriately addressed.  He also announced a number of immediate actions the Department is taking to combat distracted driving, including the Department’s plan to create three separate rulemakings that would consider: 

(
Making permanent restrictions on the use of cell phones and other electronic devices in rail operations. 

(
Banning text messaging altogether, and restrict the use of cell phones by truck and interstate bus operators. 

(
Disqualifying school bus drivers convicted of texting while driving from maintaining their commercial driver’s licenses. 

LaHood called on state and local governments to work with USDOT to reduce fatalities and crashes by making distracted driving part of their state highway plans, and by continuing to pass state and local laws against distracted driving in all types of vehicles, especially school buses.  He asked states and local governments to back up public awareness campaigns with high-visibility enforcement actions.  

Rep. Rick Nelson, Middlesboro, and Rep. Jody Richards, Bowling Green, have pre-filed legislation (BR 118 and BR 180) to prohibit the use of a personal communication device for any person under the age of 18 while operating a motor vehicle.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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